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Programme Outcome: The Postgraduate curriculum introduces students to advanced theoretical 

debates and critical issues in politics. The purpose is to develop upon the foundational knowledge 

acquired during graduate training through intensive study. The optional papers provide students with 

an opportunity to acquire in-depth knowledge of desired areas. The emphasis of the programme is on 

acquiring detailed knowledge as well as critical reasoning, ability to interpret and research skills, 

which are useful for a range of future careers and activities. The course is divided into four semesters 

with five papers in each semester. There are twelve compulsory, four optional, and four sessional 

papers. Each paper carries 4 credits and 50 marks. Internal assignments form an integral part of each 

paper. 

 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

FIRST SEMESTER 

POLS0701: Interpreting Select Texts in Western Political Thought 

POLS0702: Major Issues in Political Sociology 

POLS0703: Constitutional Processes in India 

POLS0704: Indian Politics I: Major Issues 

POLS0781: Sessional 

 

SECOND SEMESTER 

POLS0801: Research Methodology 

POLS0802: International Relations: Theory and Practice 

POLS0803: Studies in Comparative Politics 

POLS0804: Public Administration and Public Policy 

POLS0881: Sessional 

 

THIRD SEMESTER 

POLS0901: Issues in Modern Indian Political Thought 



 

 

POLS0902: Indian Politics II: Political Processes 

POLS0903: Optional Paper 

POLS0904: Optional Paper 

POLS0981: Graduate Seminar 

 

FOURTH SEMESTER 

POLS1001: Contemporary Debates in Political Philosophy 

POLS1002: Indian Political Economy 

POLS1003: Optional Paper 

POLS1004: Dissertation on Optional Paper (s) only 

POLS1081: Dissertation 

 

OPTIONAL PAPERS 

 

POLS0903a: Nations and Nationalism  

POLS0903b: Global Political Economy 

POLS0903c: Peace Studies: Concepts, Issues, Theories 

POLS0903d: Civil Society: Issues and Debates 

POLS0903e: Culture and Politics in India 

 

POLS0904a: Gender and Contemporary Political Theory 

POLS0904b: Global Security 

POLS0904c: Indian Foreign Policy 

POLS0904d: Democracy: Theory and Practice 

POLS0904e: Politics in West Bengal 

 



 

 

POLS1003a: Introduction to Subaltern Studies 

POLS1003b: Globalization and Politics 

POLS1003c: India’s Indo-Pacific Policy: Southeast Asia, East Asia and QUAD 

POLS1003d: Civil Society and Democracy in India 

POLS 1003 e: Politics of Identity 

 

POLS1004a: Contemporary Debates in Marxism 

POLS1004b: Global Ecologies: Nature, Space and Development 

POLS1004c: People, Territory and Governance in India 

POLS1004d: Public Policy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

FIRST SEMESTER 

POLS0701: Interpreting Select Texts in Western Political Thought 

Course Outcome: 

This paper intends to familiarize students with the key texts in political philosophy in the Western 

intellectual tradition. Each module in this paper intends to undertake a rigorous study of selections 

from texts written by political thinkers. The pedagogy is broadly reading-oriented and lecture-based. 

At the end of the course, the students will be able to read and analyze primary political philosophical 

texts, which are extremely important in the discipline of political science. This will also help them to 

comprehend some of the key normative questions, like ethics, politics, happiness, freedom, and 

equality, in the study of politics.  

Syllabus: 

Module I: Introduction 

1.   Text and Interpretation 

2.   History of Western Political Thought: An Overview 

 Module II: The Foundations 

3.   Plato: Republic 

4.   Aristotle: Politics and Nicomachean Ethics 

 Module III: Origin of Modern Thought 

5.   Thomas Hobbes: Leviathan 

 Module IV: Liberal Thought 

6.   J. S. Mill: On Liberty 

 Module V: Marxist Thought 

7.  Karl Marx: Capital (Vol. I); The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte 

 

Reading List: 

Paul Ricoeur (1973) “The Model of the Text: Meaningful Action Considered as a Text,” New Literary 

History, Vol. 5, No. 1, pp. 91-117. 

Quentin Skinner, (1975) “Hermeneutics and the Role of History,” New Literary History, Vol. 7, No. 

1, pp. 209-232. 



 

 

Popkin, R. H. (1999). The Columbia history of Western philosophy. New York: Columbia University 

Press. 

Plato, & Bloom, A. (1968). The Republic. New York: Basic Books. 

Aristotle, Jowett, B., & Davis, H. W. C. (1920). Aristotle's Politics. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 

Aristotle, Ross, W. D., & Urmson, J. O. (1980). The Nicomachean Ethics. Oxfordshire: Oxford 

University Press. 

Hobbes, Thomas, 1588-1679. ( 1968). Leviathan. Baltimore :Penguin Books. 

Mill, J. S., John W. Parker and Son,, & Savill and Edwards,. (1859). On liberty. London: John W. 

Parker and Son, West Strand. 

Marx, K., & Engels, F. (1967). Capital: A critique of political economy. New York: International 

Publishers. 

Marx, K., & De, L. D. (1898). The eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte. New York: International 

Pub. Co. 

Macpherson, C. B. (1979). The political theory of possessive individualism: Hobbes to Locke. 

Boucher, D., & In Kelly, P. J. (2009). Political thinkers: From Socrates to the present. 

McLellan, D. (1980). The thought of Karl Marx. London: Macmillan. 

Badiou, A., & Spitzer, S. (2012). Plato's Republic: A dialogue in 16 chapters. New York: Columbia 

University Press. 

Howard Warrender, The Political Philosophy of Hobbes; His theory of obligation Iain Hampsher-

Monk, A history of modern Political thought. 

Kolakowski, L. (1978). MAIN CURRENTS OF MARXISM: ITS RISE , GROWTH AND 

DISSOLUTION : V.1 : THE FOUNDERS. Clarendon. 

Strauss, L., Cropsey, J., & University of Chicago Press. (2006). History of political philosophy. 

Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. 

Strauss, L., & Machiavelli, N. (1958). Thoughts on Machiavelli. Glencoe, Ill: The Free Pr. 

Avineri, S. (1971). The social and political thought of Karl Marx. Cambridge: University Press. 

 

 

POLS0702: Major Issues in Political Sociology 

Course Outcome: 

The objective of this course is to familiarize the students with enduring conceptual and theoretical 

concerns in Political Sociology. It offers a judicious mix of classical and contemporary texts in 

political sociology that examines the bases of social power and the relationship between politics and 

society both analytically as well as in specific empirical contexts. 

Syllabus: 

Module I: Introducing Political Sociology and Major Perspectives  

1. Emergence and Conceptual Overview 

2. Nature and Scope 

3. Major Perspectives in Political Sociology: Weber, Marx and Foucault 

Module II: Elite Theories 

4. Michels and Mosca 



 

 

5. Pareto 

6. C. Wright Mills 

7. Burnham  

Module III: The Concept of Public Sphere  

8. Tocqueville 

9. Habermas 

Module III Identity Politics  

10. Gender and Politics  

11. Culture and Politics  

12. Religion and Politics 

Module IV: ‘New’ Social Movements  

13. Conceptual Overview  

14. Select Case Studies 

Module V: Politics of Violence  

15. Terrorism  

16. Revolution 

17. War  

 

Reading List: 

Nash, K., &amp; Scott, A. (2001). The Blackwell companion to political sociology. Malden, Mass: 

Blackwell. 

Horowitz, I. L. (1999). Behemoth: Main currents in the history and theory of political sociology. New 

Brunswick, N.J: Transaction Publishers. 

Janoski, T. (2005). The handbook of political sociology: States, civil societies, and globalization. New 

York: Cambridge. 

Horowitz, I. L. (2017). Foundations of political sociology: With a new introduction by the author. 

London: Routledge. 

Nash, K. (2002). Contemporary political sociology: Globalization, politics, and power. Malden: 

Blackwell Publishers. 

Nash, K. (2004). Readings in contemporary political sociology. Malden, Mass: Blackwell. 

Scott, A., Nash, K., &amp; Smith, A. M. (2017). New critical writings in political sociology. 

Castells, M. (2011). The power of identity. Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell. 

Singh, R. (2001). Social movements, old and new: A post-modernist critique. New Delhi: Sage. 

Bottomore, T. (1974). Elites and society. Harmondsworth, Middlesex: Penguin Books. 



 

 

Malesevic, S. (2014). The sociology of ethnicity. Place of publication not identified: SAGE 

Publications Ltd. 

Basu, P. (2015). Political sociology. Kolkata: Setu. 

 

 

POLS 0703 Constitutional Processes in India 

Syllabus: 

Module I: Context  

1.   Constitutionalism in India 

2.   Constituent Assembly Debates  

Module II: Institutional Framework  

3.   Federalism 

4.   Executive and Political Leadership 

5.   Legislature and Representation 

Module III: Court and the Constitution   

6.   Judicial Activism  

7.   Debates on Activism and Overreach 

Module IV: Constitution in Practice  

8.   Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles 

9.   Secularism and Minority Rights  

10. Affirmative Action 

 

Reading List: 

Noorani, A. G. A. M., Noorani, A. G. A. M. (2006). Constitutional questions and citizens’ rights. 

Chanda, A. K. (1965). Federalism in India: A study of union-state relations. London: G. Allen & 

Unwin. 

B. R. Ambedkar, Writings and speeches, Vol. 1 

Constituent Assembly debates: Vol. 1 (pp. 91-98), Vol. 3 (pp. 506-518), Vol. 7, (pp. 38-41) 

Basu, D. D., Patnaik, A. K. (2020). Shorter constitution of India. 

Austin, G. (2018). The Indian constitution: Cornerstone of a Nation. 

Jennings, I. (1953). Some Characteristics of the Indian Constitution. 

Bhargava, R. (2008). Politics and ethics of the Indian Constitution. New Delhi: Oxford Univ. Press. 



 

 

Chopra, P. (2006). The supreme court versus the constitution: The challenge to federalism. New 

Delhi: Sage. 

Hasan, Z. (2002). Politics and the state in India. New Delhi: Sage Publications. 

Kothari, R. (1990). State against democracy: in search of humane governance. Delhi: Ajanta. 

 

POLS 0704: Indian Politics I: Major Issues  

Syllabus: 

Module I: Understanding the Indian State 

1.   Institutionalist Perspective 

2.   State-Society Linkages 

3.   Politico-economical Approach 

4.   Anthropological Perspective 

Module II: Parties and Politics of Representation 

5.   Party System in India 

6.   Electoral Trends 

Module III: Democracy and its Discontents 

7.   Crisis of Governability 

8.  Governance and Populism 

Module IV: Debates on Development  

9. Land, Labour and Capital 

10. Environmental Movements 

 

Reading List: 

Bardhan, Pranab. (1984). The Political Economy of Development in India. OUP. 

Baviskar, Amita. (1995). In the Belly of the River: Tribal Conflicts over Development in Narmada 

Valley. OUP. 

 Bhattacharya, Dwaipayan. (2016). Government as Practice: Democratic Left in a Transforming 

India. CUP. 

Blom Hansen and Finn Stepputat (eds.). (2001). States of Imaginations: Ethnographic Explorations of 

Postcolonial State. Duke University Press. 

Brass, Paul. (2015). The Politics of India since Independence. 2
nd

 edition. Cambridge University 

Press. 



 

 

Chandra, Kanchan. (2016). Democratic Dynasties: State, Party and Family in Contemporary Indian 

Politics. CUP. 

Chatterjee, Partha (2019). I am the People: Reflections on Popular Sovereignty Today. Columbia 

University Press. 

Chatterjee, Partha. (ed.). (1997). State and Politics in India. OUP. 

Chatterjee, Rakhahari. (ed). (2001). Politics in India: The State Society Interface. South Asian 

Publication. 

Chhibber, Pradeep and Rahul Verma. (2018). Ideology and Identity: The Changing Party Systems of 

India. OUP.  

Chhibber, Pradeep and Rahul Verma. (2019). ‘The Rise of Second Dominant Party System in India: 

BJP’s new Social Coalition in 2019’, Studies in Indian Politics 7(2): 131-148  

Corbridge, Stuart and John Harris. (2013). Reinventing India: Liberalization, Hindu Nationalism and 

Popular Democracy. Polity Press. 

Das, Samir Kumar. (ed). (2013). ICSSR Research Surveys and Explorations Volume 1: The Indian 

State. OUP 

Frankel, Francine (2005). India’s Political Economy: 1947-2004. OUP. 

Frankel, Francine, Zoya Hasan, Rajeev Bhargava and Balveer Arora. (eds). (2002). Transforming 

India: Social and Political Dynamics of Democracy. OUP. 

Fuller, C J and Veronique Benei. (2001). Everyday State and Society in India. Three Essays 

Collective. 

Gupta Akhil. (2012). Red Tape: Bureaucracy, Structural Violence and Poverty in India. Duke 

University Press. 

Hansen, Thomas Blom (2022). Saffron Republic: Hindu Nationalism and State Power in 

India. Cambridge University Press. 

Jaffrelot, Christophe and Gilles Verniers. (2020). A New Party System or a New Political 

System. Contemporary South Asia, 28 (2). 

Jayal, Niraja Gopal and Pratap Bhanu Mehta (eds). (2011). The Oxford Companion to Politics in 

India. OUP. 

Kaviraj, Sudipta ( ed.). (2010) The Imaginary Institution of India: Politics and Ideas. Columbia 

University Press. 

Kaviraj, Sudipta. (1988). A Critique of Passive Revolution. Economic and Political Weekly, 23 

(45/47), 2429-2444. 

Kaviraj, Sudipta. (2010). The Trajectories of Indian State. OUP. 

 Kohli, Atul (ed). (2001). The Success of India’s Democracy. Cambridge University Press. 

Kohli, Atul. (2004). State Directed Development: Political Power and Industrialization in the Global 

Periphery. Cambridge University Press. 

Kothari, Rajni. (1970). Politics in India. Orient Longman. 

Levien, Michael. (2018). Dispossession without Development: Land Grabs in Neoliberal India. OUP. 

Patnaik, Prabhat. (1992). A Note on the Political Economy of the 'Retreat of the State'. Social 

Scientist, 20(11), 44-57 

Piliavsky, Anastasia. (ed.). (2014). Patronage as Politics in South Asia. CUP. 

 Rudolph, L and S. Rudolph (eds.). (2015). Explaining Indian Democracy- A Fifty Years 

Perspective, 1956-2006, 3 Volumes. OUP. 

Rudolph, Susanne and Lloyd Rudolph (1987).  In Pursuit of Lakshmi. University of Chicago Press. 

Sridharan, E. and Peter D’Souza. (2006). India’s Political Parties. Sage.  

Yadav, Yogendra, K C Suri and Suhas Palshikar. (eds.). (2014). Party Competition in Indian States: 

Electoral Politics in Post-Congress Polity. OUP.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

SECOND SEMESTER 

 

POLS 0801: Research Methodology 
Course Outcome: 

The course introduces the students to the methods and methodology of research in political science. 

The syllabus includes the major debates in the philosophy of science and major approaches to study 

social sciences namely positivism and hermeneutics. Research design, various qualitative and 

quantitative methods and research ethics are also included. The course intends to equip the students to 

conduct independent research, which is an important requirement if they pursue further studies. 

Syllabus: 

Module I: Understanding and Explanation in Social Sciences 

1.          Positivism and Social Sciences 

2.          Hermeneutics  

Module II: Major Debates in the Philosophy of Science 

3. Logical Positivism and Falsification 

4. Structure of Scientific Revolutions 

Module III: Research Design  

5. Identifying Research Questions 

6. Writing a Research Report  

7. Research Ethics 

Module IV: Introduction to Methods and Methodology  

8. Qualitative/ Quantitative Debate 

Module V: Qualitative Research Methods 

9. Ethnography 

10. Interview and Focus Group 

11.   Archives and Discourse Analysis 

Module VI: Quantitative Research Method  

12. Inferential and Descriptive Statistics  

13. Survey  

14. Sampling  

 

Reading List: 

Action, H. B. Acton (1951) Comte's Positivism and the Science of Society. Philosophy, 26(99), 291-

310. 

Bryman, A., Bell, E., & Teevan, J. J. (2012). Social research methods. Don Mills, Ont: Oxford 

University Press.  

Derrida, J., & Bass, A. (1978). Writing and difference. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Kuhn, T. S. (1996). The structure of scientific revolutions. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press. 

Levin, J., & Fox, J. A. (2000). Elementary statistics in social research. Boston: Allyn and Bacon. 

Mahajan, G. (2011). Explanation and Understanding in the Human Sciences, New Delhi: Oxford 

University Press. 

Miller, D. ed. (1987). A Pocket Popper. Glasgow: Fontana Press. 

Neurath, O. (1973). Empiricism and Sociology. Dordrecht, Boston: D. Redel Publishing Company. 

Popkin, R. H. (1999). The Columbia history of Western philosophy. 

Ricoer, P. (1973). The Model of the Text: Meaningful Action Considered as a Text.  New Literary 

History, 5(1), 91-117. 

Ricoer, P. (1976). Interpretation Theory: Discourse and the Surplus of Meaning, Texas: The Texas 

Christian University Press. 

Sarukkai, S. (1995). Mathematisation of Human Sciences: Epistemological Sanskritisation? Economic 

and Political Weekly, 30(52), 3357-3360. 



 

 

Scott, S. (1987). ͞Enlightenment and the Spirit of the Vienna Circle. Canadian Journal of Philosophy, 

17(4), 695-710. 

Skinner, Q. (1975). ͞Hermeneutics and the Role of History. New Literary History, 7(1), 209-232. 

Strauss, A. L., & Corbin, J. M. (1990). Basics of qualitative research: Grounded theory procedures 

and techniques. Newbury Park, Calif: Sage Publications. 

 

 

POLS 0802 Theories and Perspectives in International Relations  

Course Outcome: 

The course introduces the students to varied theoretical traditions in the International Relations. The 

objective is to deal with the major theoretical orientations in the discipline and to equip students with 

tools available to them in analysing international relations. 

Syllabus: 

Module I Introduction  

1.   Post-Cold War World: An Overview 

2.   International Relations: Changing Perspectives 

Module II: Traditional Theories in International Relations 

3. Liberal School 

 A. Liberal Internationalism 

 B. Liberal Institutionalism 

 C. Democratic Peace Theory 

4. Realist School 

 A. Classical 

 B. Neo-Realism 

 C. Neo-Classical Realism  

Module III: Alternative Perspectives in International Relations 

5.      Constructivism  

6.   Marxist Perspectives 

7.   Feminist Perspectives 

8.   Postmodernism 



 

 

9.   Green Perspective / Politics 

Module IV: Postcolonialism and Non-Western Perspectives 

10. Postcolonialism 

11.   The Non Western perspectives in International Relations 

Module V: Application of Select Concepts 

12. Rational Choice  

13. Game Theory 

 

Reading List: 

Callinicos, A. (December 01, 2007). Does capitalism need the state system?. Cambridge Review of 

International Affairs, 20, 4, 533-549. 

Wendt, A. (January 01, 2008). Anarchy is what States make of it: The Social Construction of Power 

Politics. Theories of International Relations, 301-335. 

Acharya, A., & Buzan, B. (January 01, 2007). Why is there no non-Western international relations 

theory? An introduction. International Relations of the Asia-Pacific, 7, 3, 287-312. 

Linklater, A. (October 01, 1986). Realism, Marxism and Critical International Theory. Review of 

International Studies, 12, 4, 301-312. 

Schmidt, B. C. (2002). On the history and historiography of international relations. Handbook of 

international relations, 1, 3-22. 

Baldwin, D. A. (2014). Neoliberalism, neorealism, and world politics. In Realism Reader (pp. 313-

319). Routledge. 

Carr, E. H., & Cox, M. (2016). The twenty years' crisis, 1919-1939.  

Frank, A. G. (2009). Latin America: Underdevelopment or revolution : essays on the development of 

underdevelopment and the immediate enemy. New York: Monthly Review Press.  

Sørensen, G. (1998). IR theory after the Cold War. Review of International Studies, 24(5), 83-100. 

Morgenthau, H. J. (1961). Politics among nations. Knopf. 

Clark, I. (1998). Beyond the great divide: Globalization and the theory of international 

relations. Review of international studies, 24(4), 479-498. 

Hurd, I (2008). Constructivism in Hurd, I., Reus-Smit, C., & Snidal, D. (2008). The Oxford handbook 

of international relations. 

Tickner, J. A. (1988). Hans Morgenthau's principles of political realism: A feminist 

reformulation. Millennium, 17(3), 429-440. 

Ruggie, J.G. (1985). International Regimes, Transactions, and Embedded Liberalism in the Postwar 

Economic Order in Krasner, S. D. (1985). International regimes. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University 

Press.pp. 195-232. 

Grieco, J. M. (1988). Anarchy and the limits of cooperation: a realist critique of the newest liberal 

institutionalism. International organization, 42(3), 485-507.  

Waltz, K. N. (1986). Laws and theories. Neorealism and its Critics, 27. 

Waltz, K. N. (2014). Realist thought and neorealist theory. In Realism Reader (pp. 124-128). 

Routledge. 

Wight, M. (1995). Why is there no International Theory?(1966). In International theory (pp. 15-35). 

Palgrave Macmillan, London. 

Machiavelli, N. (1993). The prince (1513). Hertfordshire: Wordsworth Editions.  

Cox, R. W. (June 01, 1983). Gramsci, Hegemony and International Relations : An Essay in 

Method. Millennium, 12, 2, 162-175. 

Burchill, S. (1996). Liberal internationalism. Theories of international relations, 25, 35-36. 



 

 

Seth, S. (January 01, 2011). Postcolonial Theory and the Critique of International 

Relations. Millennium - Journal of International Studies, 40, 1, 167-183. 

Seth, S., Gandhi, L., & Dutton, M. (1998). Postcolonial studies: A beginning. Postcolonial 

Studies, 1(1), 7-11.  

HOBDEN, S., & JONES, R. W. (January 01, 2001). Marxist theories of international relations. The 

Globalization of World Politics. 

Smith, S., & Owens, P. (January 01, 2008). Alternative Approaches to International 

Theory. Globalization of World Politics : an Introduction to International Relations, 174-191. 

Thucydides, ., & Smith, C. F. (1986). Thucydides. Cambridge: Harvard University Press.  

Tickner, J. A. (December 01, 1997). You Just Don't Understand: Troubled Engagements between 

Feminists and IR Theorists. International Studies Quarterly, 41, 4, 611-632.  

Tickner, A. B. (January 01, 2003). Seeing IR differently: Notes from the third world. Millennium / 

London School of Economics, 322, 295-324.  

Vasilaki, R. (September 01, 2012). Provincialising IR? Deadlocks and Prospects in Post-Western IR 

Theory. Millennium, 41, 1, 3-22.  

Kubalkova, V., & Cruickshank, A. A. (1989). Marxism and international relations. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press. pp. 1-24 & 205-248. 

Waltz, K. N. (2010). Theory of international politics. Waveland Press. 

 

 

POLS 0803: Studies in Comparative Politics 

Course Outcome: 

This course fosters knowledge and understanding on issues of comparative study of constitutional 

systems. It enhances knowledge on the theories, concepts and methods of Comparative Politics in the 

comparative study of political governments, political cultures, socio-political and socio-economic 

issues. Using comparative methods of enquiry, this course critically engages the students with the 

study of various theoretical concepts as democratisation, de-democratisation, democratic transition 

etc. 

Syllabus: 

Module I: Theories and Approaches 

1.   Theories of Comparative Politics 

2.   Methods in Comparative Politics: Advantages and Problems 

Module II: Trends in Contemporary Political Systems 

3.   State: Liberal Welfarist, Authoritarian, Socialist 

4.   Theories of Development and Modernization, Dependency School  

Module III: Postcolonial State 

5. Theorizing the Postcolonial State 

6. Developmental Bureaucracy and its Critique 



 

 

7. Power as Brokerage  

Module IV: Trends in Contemporary Political Processes in South Asia 

8. State, Society and Democracy 

9. Religion, Ethnicity and Conflict 

Reading List: 
Hogue, Harrop and Breslin, Comparative Government and politics: An Introduction 

Gabriel Almond et.al. (ed.), Comparative Politics Today-A World View. 

Judith Bara and Mark Pennington (eds.), Comparative Politics. 

December, Green and Laura Luehramann (eds.), Comparative Politics of the Third World. 

Lucian W. Pye, Aspects of Political Development. 

Almond and Coleman, The Politics of Developing Areas. 

Daya Krishna, Political Development- A Critical Perspective. 

B. Guy Peters, Comparative Politics-Theory and Methods. 

Rakhahari Chatterjee, Introduction to Comparative Political Analysis. 

Samuel P. Huntington, Political order in Changing Societies. 

Gabriel A. Almond, Political Development. 

Rehman Sobhan, Bangladesh-Problems of Governance. 

K.M.de Silva, Sri Lanka- Problems of Governance. 

William B. Millan, Bangladesh and Pakistan- Flirting with Failure in South Asia. 

Jayanta Kumar Ray and Muntassir Mamoon, Essays on Politics and Governance. 

J. C. Johari (ed.), Governments and Politics in South Asia. 

Achin Vanaik and Paul Brass (eds.), Competing Nationalism in South Asia. 

Carles Boix and Susan Stokes (ed.), The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics. 

Mahendra Lawoti (ed.), Contentious Politics and Democratization in Nepal. 

Midgal, Joel. (1997). Studying the State. Mark Irving, Lichback and Alan Zukerman 

(eds.). Comparative Politics, Rationality, Culture and Structure.  Cambridge University Press.     

Abrams, Philip. (1988).  Notes on the Difficulty of Studying the State. Journal of Historical 

Sociology, 1(1).  

Alavi, Hamza. (1972). The State in Postcolonial Societies: Pakistan and Bangladesh. New Left 

Review, 74.  

Saul, John. (1974). The State in Postcolonial Societies: Tanzania. Socialist Register. 

Bayart, Jean-Francois. (1993).  The State in Africa: Politics of the Belly. Longman.  

 

 

 

POLS 804: Public Administration and Public Policy  

  

Syllabus: 

Module I: Introducing Public Administration 

1.   Stages and growth of the discipline 

2.   Politics-Administration Dichotomy 



 

 

Module II: Theoretical foundations of public administration 

3. Classical : Max Weber on Bureaucracy 

4. Neo- classical: Robert Dahl and Herbert Simon  

Module III: New Public Administration  

5. Minnowbrook Conferences  

6. Blacksburg Manifesto 

Module IV: Comparative Public Administration and Development Administration 

7.   Neo Prismatic Model  

8.   New Public Management  

9.   Feminist Perspectives  

10.   Postmodern Perspectives 

Module V: Understanding Public Policy  

11.   Introduction to Public Policy 

12.   Policy Making and Policy Cycle 

Module VI Approaches to Public Policy  

13.      Rationalism and Incrementalism  

14.      Institutionalism  

15.      Elite theory and Group theory  

16.      Public Choice and Game theory 

 

Reading List: 
Dhameja, Contemporary Debates in Public Administration 

F.L. Goel, Public Administration: Theory and Practice 

Fadin and Fadin, Public Administration: Administrative Theories and Concepts 

G. Grant, Development Administration- Concepts, Goals, Methods 

Hughes and Owen, Public Management and Administration: An Introduction 

Mohit Bhattacharya, Development Administration 

Mohit Bhattacharya, Public Administration: Structure, Processes and Behaviour 

Mohit Bhattacharya, Restructuring of Public Administration: Essays in Rehabilitation 

Munshi and Abraham (eds.), Good Governance, Democratic Societies and Globalization 

Nicholas Henry, Public Administration and Public Affairs 

S. R. Maheswari, Issues and Concepts in Public Administration. 



 

 

 

 

 

THIRD SEMESTER 

 

POLS 0901 Issues in Modern Indian Political Thought 

Syllabus: 

Module I: Modernity and its Critique  

1.      M. K. Gandhi 

2.      Mohammad Iqbal 

Module II: Nation and Nationalism 

3. Rabindranath Tagore  

4. Jawaharlal Nehru 

5. Subhas Chandra Bose 

Module III: Hinduism and Hindutva  

6. V. D. Savarkar 

7. M. S. Golwalkar 

Module IV: Caste and Social Justice  

8. B. R. Ambedkar 

9. EVR Periyar 

Module V: Gender and Social Justice 

10. Tarabai Shinde 

11. Begum Rokeya  

Module VI: State, Democracy and Revolution 

12. M. N. Roy  

13. J. P. Narayan 



 

 

 

Reading List: 

Ambedkar, B. R. (1990). Annihilation of Caste: an undelivered speech. New Delhi: Arnold 

Publishers. 

Ambedkar, B. R., & Rodrigues, V. (2002). The essential writings of B.R. Ambedkar. New Delhi: 

Oxford University Press. 

Bhattacharyya, B. (1969). Evolution of the Political Philosophy of Gandhi. Calcutta: Calcutta Book 

House. 

Bose, S. C. (1935). The Indian Struggle (2 vols). London : Wishart & Co. 

Brown, J. and Parel A. (2011) The Cambridge Companion to Gandhi. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 

Dar, B. A. (1971). A Study of Iqbal’s Philosophy. Lahore: Sh. Ghulam Ali. 

Datta P. K., (2003). Rabindranath Tagore's The Home and the World: A Critical Companion. 

Delhi : Permanent Black. 

Douglas, A. ed., (2008). The Philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi for the Twenty-First Century. Lexington 

Books 

Parel, A., & Gandhi, M. K. (1997). Hind swaraj and other writings. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 

Geetha, V. and Rajadurai S. V. (1998). Towards a Non-Brahmin Millennium: From Iyothee Thass to 

Periyar. Calcutta: Samya. 

Golwalkar, M. S. (1947). We or our nationhood defined. Nagpur City: Kale. 

Gopal, S. ed., Selected Works of Jawaharlal Nehru. New Delhi : Orient Longman.  

Hossain, R. S. (1988). Sultana's Dream: A Feminist Utopia: And Selections from The Secluded 

Ones. New York: Feminist Press at CUNY. 

Iqbal, M. (1990). The reconstruction of religious thought in Islam. New Delhi: Kitab Bhavan. 

Jaffrelot, C. (2007). Hindu Nationalism: A Reader. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press. 

Khilnani, S. (1999). The idea of India. New York: Farrar Straus Giroux. 

Mukherjee, K. N. (1982). The Philosophy of Rabindranath Tagore. New Delhi: S. Chand. 

Nehru, Jawaharlal, (1959-1960). The discovery of India. Garden City, N.Y.: Anchor Books. 

Pandian, M. S. S. (2017). Brahmin and Non-Brahmin: Genealogies of the Tamil Political 

Present. Ranikhet : Permanent Black 

Pantham T. and Deutsch K. L. ed. (1986). Political Thought in Modern India. 

New Delhi: Beverly Hills, Calif.: Sage Publications. 

Parekh, B. (1989). Gandhi’s Political Philosophy: A Critical Examination. Notre Dame, Ind.: 

University of Notre Dame Press. 

Prasad, B. and Prasad S. (2021). The Dream of A Revolution: A Biography of Jayaprakash 

Narayan. Gurugram, Haryana, India: Vintage, an imprint of Penguin Random House.  

Roy, S. (1997). M. N. Roy: A Political Biography. New Delhi: Orient Longman.  

Sen, S. (1947). The Political Thought of Rabindranath. Calcutta: General Printers and Publishers. 

Sevea, I. S. (2012) The Political Philosophy of Muhammad Iqbal. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. 

Sharma, J. (2015) Hindutva: Exploring the Idea of Hindu Nationalism, Noida: HarperCollins. 

Publishers India. 

Shinde T., & O'Hanlon, R. (1994). A comparison between women and men: Tarabai Shinde and the 

critique of gender relations in colonial India. Madras: Oxford University Press. 

Tagore, R. (1967). Towards Universal Man. Bombay, New York, Asia Pub. House. 

Tagore, R. (1917). Nationalism. San Francisco, Calif.: Book Club of California.  

Tharu, S. and Lalitha K. (1993). Women Writings in India. New York: Feminist Press at the City 

University of New York. 

Zachariah, B. (2004). Nehru. London: Routledge. 

 

 



 

 

POLS 0902: Indian Politics II: Political Processes 

Syllabus: 

Module I: Language, Region and Politics 

1. Debates and Movements 

2. Politics of the Vernacular 

Module II: Caste, Tribe and Politics 

3. Caste-based Mobilizations 

4. Politics in Post-Mandal Period 

5. Adivasi Movements 

Module III: Religion and Politics of Identity 

6. Religious Communities and the Politics of Identity 

7. Secularism and the Indian State 

8.  Politics of Hindutva 

Module IV: Gender and Politics 

9.   Gender, State and Law 

10.   Feminist Movements in India 

 

Reading List: 
Achin Vanaik, Communalism Contested: Religion, Modernity and Secularization. 

Atis Dasgupta (1999) "Ethnic Problems and Movements for Autonomy in Darjeeling", Social 

Scientist, Vol. 27, No. 11/12, pp. 47-68 

Atul Kohli (ed.), The Success of Indian Democracy. 

Christophe Jaffrelot,"The Rise of the Other Backward Classes in the Hindi Belt" 

Dipankar Gupta, (1980) ͞The Appeal of Nativism: A Study of the Articulation and Perception of Shiv 

Sena's Ideology͟, Sociological Bulletin, Vol. 29, No. 2, pp. 107-141 

Forrester, (1970) ͞Subregionalism in India: The Case of Telangana͟, Pacific Affairs, Vol. 43, Duncan 

B. No. 1, pp. 5-21. 

Francine Frankel, India͛s Political Economy: 1947-2004. 

Frankel, Hasan, Bhargava and Arora (eds.), Transforming India: Social and Political Dynamics of 

Democracy. 

Harjot S. Oberoi, (1987) ͞From Punjab to ͞Khalistan͟: Territoriality and Metacommentary͟, Pacific 

Affairs, Vol. 60, No.1, pp. 26-41. 

Joya Chatterjee, Spoils of Partition: Bengal and India. 

Kunal Keshri and Ram B. Bhagat, (2010) "Temporary and Seasonal Migration in India", Genus, Vol. 

66, No. 3, pp. 25-45 



 

 

L. Rudolph and S. Rudolph (eds.), Explaining Indian Democracy- A Fifty Years Perspective, 1956-

2006. (3 vols.) 

Mary Fainsod Katzenstein,, Uday Singh Mehta and Usha Thakkar, (1997) "The Rebirth of Shiv Sena: 

The Symbiosis of Discursive and Organizational Power", The Journal of Asian Studies, Vol. 56, No. 

2 (May, 1997), pp. 371-390 

Miriam Wenner, (2013) "Challenging the State by Reproducing its Principles: The Demand for 

"Gorkhaland" between Regional Autonomy and the National Belonging" Asian Ethnology, Vol. 72, 

No. 2, pp. 199-220 

Niraja Gopal Jayal and Pratap Bhanu Mehta (ed.), The Oxford Companion to Politics in India.Niraja 

Gopal Jayal, (1994) "The Gentle Leviathan: Welfare and the Indian State", Social Scientist, Vol. 22, 

No. 9/12, pp. 18-26 

Niraja Jayal, Democracy and the State: Welfare Secularism and Development Contemporary India. 

Amartya Sen and Jean Dreze, India: Economic Development Social Opportunity. 

Partha Chatterje (ed), State and Politics in India. 

Partha Chatterjee, The Nation and its Fragments: Colonial and Post-colonial Histories. 

Paul Brass: The Politics of India since Independence. 

Paul R Brass and Marcus Franda, Radical Politics in South Asia. 

Prabhat Patnaik, (1992) "A Note on the Political Economy of the 'Retreat of the State'", Social 

Scientist, Vol. 20, No. 11, pp. 44-57 

Pratap Bhanu Mehta and Devesh Kapoor (eds.), Public Institutions in India. 

Rajeev Bhargava (ed.), Secularism and its Critics. 

Rajni Kothari, Caste in Indian Politics. 

Rajni Kothari, Writings of Rajni Kothari. 

Rajshree Jetly, (2008) ͞The Khalistan Movement in India: The Interplay of Politics and State Power͟, 

International Review of Modern Sociology, Vol. 34, No. 1, pp. 61-75 

Rakhahari Chatterjee (ed.), Politics India- The State Society Interface. 

Samir Kumar Das, ed. (2008) Blisters on their Feet, New Delhi: Sage. 

Sudipta Kaviraj (ed.), Politics in India. 

Sudipta Kaviraj, ed. (2010) The Imaginary Institution of India: Politics and Ideas, New York: 

Columbia University Press. 

Udayon Misra, (2005) "The Margins Strike Back: echoes of sovereignty and the Indian state", India 

International Centre Quarterly, Vol. 32, No. 2/3, pp. 265-274 

Zoya Hasan, E. Sridharan and R. Sudarshan (ed.), India͛s Living Constitution. 

 

 

FOURTH SEMESTER 

 

1001 Contemporary Debates in Political Philosophy 

Course Outcome: 

The course helps to increase the intellectual faculty and the personality of the students and to 

understand and to develop theoretical insights into the social reality, political relations, power 

relations and property relations whether in a city, or a state, the nation or at global level.  

Syllabus: 

Module I: Theories of Liberty, Equality, Justice 



 

 

1. Theories of Liberty and Equality  

2. Distributive Justice 

Module II: Communitarianism and Multiculturalism 

3. Rights vs Good 

4. Politics of Recognition and Representation 

Module III: Critiques of Modernity  

5. Postmodernism 

6. Postcolonialism 

Module IV: Contemporary Debates in Marxism 

7. Hegemony 

8. Alienation 

9. Structuralism 

10. Critical Theory 

 

Reading List: 

A. M. Jaggar and I.M. Young (eds.), A Companion to Feminist Philosophy 

Amartya Sen, The Idea of Justice 

Bill Ashcroft, Postcolonial Studies Reader 

Bronner (ed.), Political Theory: A Reader 

David Lyon, Postmodernity 

Gaus and Kukathas (eds.), Handbook of Political Theory 

John Gray, Liberalism 

Leela Gandhi, Postcolonial Theory 

Lessnoff, Twentieth Century Political Philosophers 

M. Freeden, Ideologies and Political Theory: A Conceptual Framework 

M. Sandel, Liberalism and the Limits of Justice 

Peter Barry, Beginning Theory 

Stephen White, Political Theory and Postmodernism 

Stuart Hall and B. Gieben, Formation of Modernity 

Stuart Hall et. al. (ed.), Modernity and its Future 

Tim Woods, Beginning Postmodernism 

Will Kymlica, Contemporary Political Philosophy. 

 

POLS 1002: Indian Political Economy 

Syllabus: 



 

 

Module I: Colonial Political Economy   

1.   Transformations Under Colonialism  

2.   Impact of Colonial Political Economy  

Module II: Planning for Development  

3.   Intellectual Traditions of Planning in India 

4.   Plans to Create a New India and Indians 

Module III: Limits of Planning  

5.   Epistemological Limitations of Planning 

6.   Political Economy Constraints 

Module IV: Context of Economic Liberalization  

7.   Reforms under Planning 

8.  Debate on Reforms  

Module V: Political Economy of Liberalization  

9.   State and Political Elites  

10. Social and Political Constraints 

Module VI: Impact of Economic Liberalization: Social, Economic and Political 

11. Growth and Inequality  

12. Populism and Ethnic nationalism  

 

Reading List: 

Banerjee and Iyer. 2010. Colonial Land Tenure, Electoral Competition, and Public Goods in India. ͟in 

Diamond and Robinson, eds. Natural Experiments of History. 

Francine R. Frankel, 2004, India's Political Economy, Delhi. OUP 

Llyod Rudolf and Rudolf, Susan, In Pursuit of Laxmi, Chicago Press, 1987. 

Nirja Gopal Jayal, and Mehta, Pratap Bhanu, 2011, The Oxford Companion to the Politics in India, 

Delhi, OUP. 

Pranab Bardhan, 1998, The Political Economy of Development in India, Delhi, OUP 

Rahul Mukherjee, (ed.), 2007, India͛s Economic Transition: The Politics of Reforms. New Delhi, 

OUP. 

Rob Jenkins, 2000, Economic Reform in India, Cambridge, CUP 

Stuart Colbridge and John Harris, 2000, Reinventing India, Cambridge Polity 

Terence J. Byres (ed.), 1998, The State, Development Planning and Liberalisation in India, Delhi, 

OUP 



 

 

Terry J. Byres, 1999, The Indian Economy: Major Debates since Independence͛, Oxford University 

Press. 

Vijaya Joshi and L.M.D. Little, 1998. India's Economic Reform 1991-2001, Delhi, OUP. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PG Optional Papers 

THIRD SEMESTER 

 

POLS 0903 a: Nations and Nationalism 

Syllabus: 

Module I: Introducing the Theme 

1.         The Concept of ‘Nation’ 

2.         Historical Overview of the Origin of Nations 

Module II: Theories of Nationalism 

3.         Traditional Approaches  

4.         Nation as ‘Imagined Community’ 

5.         Nation as ‘Invention of Traditions’ 

6.         Racial Origin of Nations 

Module III: Colonial Modernity and the Question of Nation in 



 

 

7.         South Asia 

8.         Africa 

9.         Latin America 

 

Reading List: 
Aditya Mukherjee, Imperialism, Nationalism & the Making of the Indian Capitalist Class:1920-1947 

Ajit Chaudhury, Dipankar Das and Anjan Chakrabarti. Margin of margin: Profile of an Unrepentant 

Postcolonial Collaborator, Calcutta: Anushtup, 2000. 

Alam. J., India: Living with Modernity, Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1999. 

Anthony Appiah,. Cosmopolitanism: Ethics in a World of Strangers. New York: W.W. Norton & Co, 

2006. 

Anthony D Smith, The Ethnic Origins of Nations. Wiley-Blackwell, 1988. 

Ashis Nandy, Time Warps: The Insistent Politics of Silent and Evasive Pasts (Delhi: Orient Longman, 

2003) 

Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities 

Benedict Anderson, Spread of Nationalism (London: Verso, 1 983). 

Bipan, Chandra, Nationalism and Colonialism in Modern India, Orient Longman, Delhi,1979. 

Bipan, Chandra, The Rise and Growth of Economic Nationalism in India (New Delhi: People’s 

Publishing House, 1 966). 

Eric Hobsbawm, and T O. Ranger. The Invention of Tradition. Cambridge [Cambridgeshire: 

Cambridge University Press, 1983. 

Eric Hobsbawm, Nations and Nationalism since 1780, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012 

Ernest Gellner, Nations and Nationalism (Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1983). 

Etienne Balibar and Immanuel Wallerstein (ed.), Race, Nation, Class: Ambiguous Identities. London, 

New York: Verso 

Greenfield Liah., Nationalism: Five Roads to Modernity, Harvard University Press, Cambridge, 

Mass., 1992. 

Hans Kohn, Nationalism, Its Meaning and History (Princeton: N .J . : Van Nostrand,1955 ). 

Hans Kohn, The Idea of Nationalism (New York: Macmillan, 1944). 

Homi K. Bhabha, Nation and Narration. Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge, 2013.Homi K. Bhabha, The 

Location of Culture. London and New York: Routledge, 2015. 

Horace B. Davis, Horace B., Toward a Marxist Theory of Nationalism (New York: Monthly Review 

Press, 1978). 

Jaffrelot, Christophe, Hindu Nationalism: A Reader, Permanent Black, 2009 

Jurgen Habermas, Post-National Constellations, MIT Press, 2001. 

K.M., Panikkar In Defence of Liberalism, Asia Publishing House, Bombay, 1962. 

Kedourie, Elie, Nationalism (London: Hutchinson, 1960). 

Kemper, Steven. The Presence of the Past: Chronicles, Politics, and Culture in Sinhala Life. Ithaca: 

Cornell UP, 1991 

Laura Bear, Lines of the Nation: Indian Railway Workers, Bureaucracy, and the Intimate Historical 

Self. Columbia University Press, 2007. 

Martha C. Nussbaum For Love of Country,. Edited by Joshua Cohen for Boston Review. 

Martha Nussbaum, Patriotism and Cosmopolitanism., The Boston Review 1994. 

Michael Leifer (ed.), Asian Nationalism (Routledge, 2000) 

Michael,Lowy, 'Marxists and the National Question', New Left Review, 96 (March-April 197 6) 

pp.81- 100. 

Nicholas Dirks, Colonialism and Culture (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, (1992). 

Peter van der Veer (ed.), Nation and Migration: The Politics of Space in the Indian Diaspora 

(University of Pennsylvania Press, 1995) 



 

 

Peter van der Veer and H. Lehmann (eds.), Nation and Religion: Perspectives on Europe and Asia 

(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1999) 

Rabindranath Tagore, ,͞Nationalism͟,San Francisco: Book Club of California; Norwood Press, 1917. 

Rajat K. Roy, Entrepreneurship and Industry in India: 1800-1947. 

Shahid Amin, 'Gandhi as Mahatma: Gorakhpur District, Eastern U.P., 1921 - 1922' in Ranajit Guha 

(ed.) Subaltern Studies III (Delhi: Oxford University Press, 19 85 ), pp. 1-61 . 

Sunil S. Amrith. Crossing the Bay of Bengal: The Furies of Nature and the Fortunes of 

Migrants.Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press, 2013. 

Uday Singh Mehta, Liberalism and Empire: A Study in Nineteenth-Century British Liberal Thought. 

University of Chicago Press, 1999. 

 

POLS 0903 b: Global Political Economy  

Syllabus: 

Module I: Introduction  

1.  State, Market and Politics

2.  Understanding Global Political Economy  

Module II: Approaches  

3. Liberal  

4. Marxist  

5. Critical School 

Module III: Institutional Regimes of Global Economy 

6.  IMF 

7.  World Bank 

8. WTO 

Module IV: Global Trade and Finance  

9. Rise of the MNC 

10. Debt and Financial Speculation 

 

Reading List: 

Albo, Greg and Vivek Chibber (eds.), – Socialist Register 2011 

Amrita Narlikar, The World Trade Organization: A Very Short Introduction, Oxford University press, 

2005 

Cohn, Theodore – Global Political Economy: Theory and Practice. 

David Harvey, The Condition of Postmodernity 



 

 

Gill, Stephen – Power and Resistance in the New World Order. 

Gilpin, Robert – Global Political Economy 

Gilpin, Robert – The Political Economy of International Relations. 

John Stopford, Multinational Corporations͟, Foreign Policy, no.113, 1998-99, pp 12-24 

Polanyi, Karl – The Great Transformations 

Ravenhill, John – Global Political Economy. 

 

 

POLS 0903 c: Peace Studies: Concepts, Issues, Theories 

Course Outcome: 

This is an advanced course for students interested in Peace Studies and Conflict Analysis. The course 

is expected to introduce the students to the concepts and theories of Peace and Conflict and equip 

them to analyze conflicts and make assessment with regard to specific strategies of Peace. The course 

also examines sustainability of Peace Agreements.   

Syllabus: 

Module I Peace Movements: An Overview 

1.       Concept of Peace 

2.     History 

3.       Characteristics  

Module II: Theories of Peace and Conflict 

4. Liberal 

5.       Realist 

6.       Structuralist 

7.       Post-structuralist 

Module III: Conflict Analysis: Structure and Processes 

8. Nature of Conflicts 

9. Source of Conflicts 

10. Methods of Conflict Analysis 

11. Escalation, Deescalation and Intractability   

Module IV: Conflict Resolution 



 

 

12. Peacemaking (Case Study) 

13. Peacekeeping (Case Study) 

14. Peace-building (Case Study) 

Module V: Strategies of Peace 

15. Diplomacy and International Law 

16. Approaches: Mediation and Arbitration, Negotiations, Reconciliation, Alternative Dispute 

Resolutions.   

Module VI: Post Conflict Challenges: Peace Agreements. 

17. Durability 

18. Challenges to Durability 

 

Reading List: 

Webel, C., & Galtung, J. (2007). Handbook of peace and conflict studies.London : Routledge.  

Cortright, D. (2013). Peace: A history of movements and ideas. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. 

Barash, D. P. (2018). Approaches to peace: A reader in peace studies. New York: Oxford University 

Press. 

Sandole, D. J. D., & Pruitt, D. G. (2015). Handbook of conflict analysis and resolution. Abingdon, 

Oxon: Routledge. 

Zartman, I. W., Bercovitch, J., & Kremeniuk, V. A. (2008). The SAGE handbook of conflict 

resolution. New Delhi: Sage.  

Jeong, H.-W. (2011). Understanding conflict and conflict analysis. Los Angeles: SAGE. 

Galtung, Johan, & International, P. R. A. (1967). Theories of Peace: A Synthetic Approach to Peace 

Thinking. Oslo: International Peace Research Institute. 

Mitchell, C. R. (2014). Structure of international conflict. Place of publication not identified: Palgrave 

Macmillan. 

Ramsbotham, O., Woodhouse, T., & Miall, H. (2021). Contemporary conflict resolution: The 

prevention, management and transformation of deadly conflicts. Cambridge: Polity. 

Samaddar, R. (2004). Peace studies: An introduction to the concept, scope, and themes. New Delhi: 

SAGE Publ. 

Das, S. K. (2005). Peace processes and peace accords. New Delhi: SAGE Publications. 

Wallenstein, P. (2007) Understanding Conflict Resolution: War, Peace and the Global System. 

London: Sage Publications 

Zartman, I. William (2007). Peace Making in International Conflict. Washington: USIP. 

 

 

POLS 0903 d: Civil Society: Issues and Debates 

Syllabus: 



 

 

Module I: History of the Idea of Civil Society 

1.         Locke and Hegel 

2.         Marx, Gramsci and Habermas 

3.         Feminist Critique 

Module II: Evolution of Civil Society 

4.         Liberal Democracies 

5.         Communist and Post-communist Countries 

6.         Third World 

Module III: Civil Disobedience and Civil Society 

7.        H. D. Thoureau 

8. M. K. Gandhi  

8.         Hannah Arendt  

Module IV: Civil Society in the Contemporary World: Challenges 

 

Reading List: 

Arendt, Hannah (1972) Crises of the Republic, San Diego: Harcourt Brace & Company. 

Carole Pateman (1988), ͚The Fraternal Social Contract͛ in John Keane (Ed.), Civil Society and the 

State: New European Perspectives, London: Verso. 

Dworkin, Ronald (1978) Taking Rights Seriously, Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 

G. W. F. Hegel (2003), Elements of the Philosophy of Right, (Allen W. Wood, Ed. and H. B. Nisbet, 

Trans.), Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Gramsci, Antonio (1971) Selections from the Prison Notebooks, eds. And trans. Quintin Hoare and G. 

N. Smith, New York: International Publishers 

Habermas, Jürgen (1981) ͞New Social Movements͟, Telos, Vol. 1981, no. 49, pp. 33-37 

Habermas, Jürgen (1985) ͞Civil Disobedience: Litmus Test for the Democratic Constitutional State͟, 

Berkeley Journal of Sociology, Vol. 30, pp. 95-116. 

John Dunn (2002), ͚The Contemporary Political Significance of John Locke͛s Conception of Civil 

Society͛, in Sudipta Kaviraj and Sunil Khilnani (Eds.), Civil Society: History and Possibilities͛, New 

Delhi: Cambridge University Press. 

John Keane (1988), ͚Despotism and Democracy: The Origins and Development of the Distinction 

Between Civil Society and the State 1750-1850 ͛in John Keane (Ed.), Civil Society and the State: New 

European Perspectives, London: Verso. 

Joseph Femia (2002), ͚Civil Society and the Marxist Tradition͛ in Sudipta Kaviraj and Sunil Khilnani 

(Eds.), Civil Society: History and Possibilities͛, New Delhi: Cambridge University Press. 

Mary Kaldor (2003), ͚The Idea of Global Civil Society͛, International Affairs 79, 3 (May 2003), pp. 

583- 

593). 

Neera Chandhoke (1995), State and Civil Society: Explorations in Political Theory, New Delhi: Sage. 

Neera Chandhoke (2012), ͚Civil Society in India͛, in Michael Edwards (Ed.), The Oxford Handbook of 



 

 

Civil Society, (Online edition) 10.1093/oxfordhb/9780195398571.013.0014, accessed on July 20, 

2013. 

Niraja Gopal Jayal (2002), ͚Civil Societies: Real and Imagined͛, The Indian Journal of Political 

Science, 

63, 2 & 3 (June-September 2002), pp. 183-192.Partha Chatterjee (2002), ͚On Civil and Political 

Society in Postcolonial Democracies͛ in Sudipta 

Kaviraj and Sunil Khilnani (Eds.), Civil Society: History and Possibilities͛, New Delhi: Cambridge 

University Press. 

Putnam, Robert D. (1995) ͞Bowling Alone: America's Declining Social Capital͟, Journal of 

Democracy, 

Vol. 6, No. 1, pp. 65-78. 

Rawls, John (2003) A Theory of Justice, Cambridge: The Belkna Press of Harvard University Press. 

Sunil Khilnani (2002), ͚The Development of Civil Society͛ in Sudipta Kaviraj and Sunil Khilnani 

(Eds.), 

Civil Society: History and Possibilities͛, New Delhi: Cambridge University Press. 

Tilly, Charles (1993-1994) ͞Social Movements as Historically Specific Clusters of Political 

Performances͟, Berkeley Journal of Sociology, Vol. 38, pp. 1-30. 

Tilly, Charles (2004) Social Movements, 1768-2004, Boulder: Paradigm Publishers. 

Touraine, Alain (1980) ͞The Voice and the Eye: On the Relationship between Actors and Analysts͟, 

Political Psychology, Vol. 2, No. 1, pp. 3-14. 

 

 

POLS 0903 e: Culture and Politics in India 

Course Outcome: 

This course explores the relationship between culture(s) and politics in colonial and post-colonial 

India. It intends to encourage the students to critically engage with the diverse aspects of culture 

including language, literature, film, cartoon, monuments, music, food and clothing, all of which are 

viewed as the sites of politics. The course also looks at the cultures of dissent and the cultures of the 

marginalized. While the course is designed to specialize in the cultural dimensions of national 

politics, the issues and themes that it discusses have global relevance. 

Syllabus: 

Module I Culture and Politics: Theories and Debates 

1. ‘Culture Industry’  

2. ‘Culture as Ordinary’ 

2. ‘Culture as Thick Description’ 

3. ‘Cultural Capital’ 

Module II Politics of Language  

4. Language and the Colonial State 

5. Vernacular and the Elite  



 

 

Module III Visual and Auditory Cultures  

6.          Print, Calendar Art and Cartoons in Nation-building 

7.         Politics of Monuments and ‘Spaces’ 

8.        Film, Television and Performing Arts 

Module IV: Culture and Consumption 

9. Culinary Cultures, Caste, Community 

10. Sartorial Practices and the ‘Public’ 

Module V: Cultures of Dissent 

11.    Protest Music and Performances 

12.     Dalit Literature and Aesthetics 

 

Reading List:  

Bakhle, Janaki (2006) Two Men And Music: Nationalism in the Making of an Indian Classical 

Tradition, Delhi: Permanent Black. 

Bakhtin, M. M. (1981), The Dialogic Imagination: Four Essays, Michael Holquist (ed.) Translated by 

Caryl Emerson and Michael Holquist, Austin: University of Texas Press. 

Bhattacharya, Bhaswati (2017) Much Ado Over Coffee: Indian Coffee House Then and Now, Orient 

Blackswan. 

Bourdieu, Pierre (1991), Language and Symbolic Power, John B. Thompson (ed. and intro.), 

Translated by Gino Raymond and Matthew Adamson, Cambridge: Polity Press. 

Breckenridge, Carol Appadurai (1998) Consuming Modernity: Public Culture in a South Asian 

World, Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. 

Chatterjee, Partha, Tapati Guha-Thakurta and Bodhisattva Kar (2013) New Cultural Histories of 

India: Materiality and Practices, Delhi: OUP. 

Cohn, Bernard S. (1985) ͞The Command of Language and the Language of Command͟ in Ranajit 

Guha, ed., Subaltern Studies IV, Delhi: OUP. 

Dalmia, Vasudha (1997) The Nationalization of Hindu Traditions: Bharatendu Harischandra and 

Ninteenth-century Banaras, Delhi: OUP. 

Damodaran, Sumangala (2017) The Radical Impulse: Music in the Tradition of the Indian People’s 

Theatre Association, TulikaDeshpande, Anirudh (2009) Class, Power & Consciousness in Indian 

Cinema & Television, Delhi: Primus Books. 

Ghosh, Anindita (2006) Power in Print: Popular Publishing and the Politics of Language and Culture 

in a Colonial Society, New Delhi: OUP. 

Gramsci, Antonio (1985), Selections from Cultural Writings, David Forgacs and Geoffrey 

NowellSmith (eds.), Translated by William Boelhowe, Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard 

University Press. 

Guha-Thakurta, Tapati (2004) Monuments, Objects, Histories: Institutions of Art in Colonial and 

Postcolonial India, New York: Columbia University Press. 

Gupta, Dipankar (1982) Nativism in a Metropolis: The Shiv Sena in Bombay, Bombay: Manohar. 

Hunt, Sarah Beth (2014) Hindi Dalit Literature and the Politics of Representation, New Delhi: 

Routledge. 

Khanduri, Riru Gairola (2014) Caricaturing Culture in India: Cartoons and History in the Modern 

World, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 



 

 

Mankekar, Purnima (2003) Screening Culture, Viewing Politics: An Ethnography of Television, 

Womanhood, and Nation is Postcolonial India, Durham: Duke University Press. 

Mitter, Partha (1997) Art and Nationalism in Colonial India, 1850-1922: Occidental Orientations, 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Mukherjee, Meenakshi (1994) Realism and Reality: The Novel and Society in India, Oxford 

University Press. 

Pandian, M S S (1992) The Image Trap: M.G. Ramachandran in Film and Politics, New Delhi: Sage.  

Pinney, Christopher (2004) 'Photos of the Gods': The Printed Image and Political Struggle in India, 

London: Reaktion Books. 

Prasad M. Madhava (2014) ͞The struggle to represent and sartorial modernity: on a visual dimension 

of Indian nationalist politics͟, Inter-Asia Cultural Studies, Vol. 15 , Iss. 4. 

Rajanayagam, S. (2015) Popular Cinema and Politics in South India: The Films of MGR and 

Rajinikanth, New Delhi: Routledge. 

Ramaswamy, Sumathi (1998) Passions of the Tongue: Language Devotion in Tamil India, 1891- 

1970, New Delhi: Munshiram Manoharlal. 

Ray, Utsa (2015) Culinary Culture in Colonial India, Delhi: CUP. 

Rege, Sharmila (2013) Writing Caste/Writing Gender: Narrating Dalit Women's Testimonies, New 

Delhi: Zubaan. 

Sarangi, Asha, ed. (2009), Language and Politics in India, New Delhi: Oxford University 

Press.Trivedi, Lisa N. (2007) Clothing Gandhi's Nation: Homespun and Modern India, Bloomington: 

Indiana University Press. 

Venkatachalapathy, A. R. (2006) In Those Days There Was No Coffee: Writings in Cultural History, 

New Delhi: Yoda. 

Williams, Raymond (1960), Culture and Society: 1780-1950, New York: Anchor Books. 

 

POLS 0904 a: Gender and Contemporary Political Theory 

Syllabus: 

Module I: Gendering Political Theory 

1.         Critique of Social Contract 

2.          Theorizing Care work 

3.         Rethinking the Private Space 

Module II: Body and Sexuality 

4.         Rethinking the Body 

5.         History and Constructions of Sexuality 

Module III: Gender and Identity 

6.         Intersectionality: A critical discussion 

7.         Decolonizing Feminist Theory 

Module IV: Gender and Development 

8.         Understanding ‘Capitalist Patriarchy’  



 

 

9.         Gender in the Global Value Chain 

 

Reading List: 

Agarwal, Bina and Nancy Folbre et al. (eds). (1991). Women and Work in the World Economy. 

Macmillan Press.  

Kabeer, Naila. (1994). Reversed Realities: Gender Hierarchies in Development Thought. Verso.  

Federici, Silvia. (2004). Caliban and the Witch: Women: The Body and Primitive 

Accumulation. Autonomedia.  

 Pateman, Carole. (1988). The Sexual Contract. Stanford University Press.  

 Mohanty, Chandra Talpade. (2003). Feminism Without Borders: Decolonizing Theory, Practicing 

Solidarity. Duke University Press.  

Roberts, D E. Race, Gender and Genetic Technologies: A New Reproductive Dystopia?.͛ Signs, 34 (4), 

783-804.  

Rubin, ͚Gayle. (2006).  Thinking Sex: Towards a Radical Theory of the Politics of Sexuality. Richard 

Parker and Peter Aggleton (eds.). Culture, Society and Sexuality. Routledge.  

Halberstam, J. (2005). In a Queer Time and Place: Transgender Bodies, Subcultural Lives. NYU 

Press.  

Tronto, J. (1996).Care as a Political Concept͛ in Nancy Hirschmann and Christine de Stefano 

(eds.),Revisioning the Political: Feminist Reconstructions of Traditional Concepts in Western 

Political 

Theory, Westview Press, 139-156. 

 Butler, Judith. (1993). Bodies That Matter: On the Discursive Limits of ͚Sex͛. Psychology Press. 

Foucault, Michel. (2008). History of Sexuality Vol. I. Penguin.  

Nancy Hirschmann, The Subject of Liberty: Towards a Feminist Theory of Freedom, Princeton 

University Press, 2002 

Wolf, Naomi. (2002). The Beauty Myth: How Images of Beauty are Used Against Women. Harper 

Perennial.  

 Eisenstein, Zillah. (1978). Capitalist patriarchy and the Case for Socialist Feminism. Monthly 

Review Press.  

Enloe, Cynthia. (2014). Bananas, Beaches and Bases: Making Feminist Sense of International 

Relations. University of California Press.  

Menon, Nivedita. (2015). Is Feminism About 'Women': A Critical View on Intersectionality from 

India. Economic and Political Weekly, 50 (17), 37-44.  

Loomba, Ania and Ritty Lukose. (eds.). (2012). South Asian Feminisms. Duke University Press.  

 

 

 

POLS 0904 b: Global Security 

Syllabus: 

Module I: Understanding Global Security 

1. State Perspectives 

2. Alternative Perspectives 

Module II: Emerging challenges to Global Security 



 

 

3. States as Actors 

4. Non-state Actors 

Module III:  Issues of growing focus impacting Global Security 

5. Demographic change: Impact on Food Security 

6. Climate Change: Impact on global natural resources 

Module IV: Critical Threats to Global Security  

7. Terrorism 

8. Migration and Trafficking   

 

Reading List: 

Andrew Martin and Patrice Petro, Rethinking Global Security: Media, Popular Culture and the War 

on 

Terror. 

Anne Aly, Terrorism and Global Security: Contemporary and Historical Perspectives. 

C. Pascual and J. Elking, Energy Security: Economics, Politics, Strategies, and Implications 

Claudia Ringler, A.K. Biswas and S. Clive (eds.), Global Change: Impacts on Water and Food 

Security. 

Daniel Yergin, The Quest: Energy, Security and The Remaking of the Modern World.  

D. Moran and J.A. Russell, Energy Security and Global Politics: The Militarization of Resource 

Management. 

HeikkiPotomaki, The Political Economy of Global Security: War, Future Crises and changes in 

Global Governance. 

J.A. Russell and J.J. Wirtz, Globalization and WMD Proliferation. 

Max G. Manwaring (ed.), Environmental Security and Global Stability: Problems andResponses. 

Paul Rogers, Losing Control: Global Security in the Twenty –First Century. 

Peter Hough, Understanding Global Security. Nicholus Polurim, Population and Global Security. 

John 

D. Steinbruner, Principles of Global Security. 

Peter J. Stoett, Human and Global Security 

 

 

 

POLS 0904 c: Indian Foreign policy 

Course Outcome: 

The course delves into the history of South Asia’s security needs under the British Empire drawing on 

the institutional structures inherited at independence. The approach will be comparative across 

regimes and deal with the principle reference points of post-independence foreign policy. The course 



 

 

will equip the students with the specifics that shaped foreign policy over time. At the end of the 

course, the students will be expected to be equipped with the prerequisites of India’s Foreign Policy.  

Syllabus: 

Module I: India’s Foreign Policy 

1.         Ideational and Historical Foundations 

2.         Principles 

Module II: India’s Soft Power Diplomacy 

Module III: India’s Economic Diplomacy: Past and Present 

Module IV: India and its South Asian Neighbours 

Module V: India and the Emerging World Order 

Module VI: India and the Great Powers 

1.         United States 

2.         China 

3.         Russia 

 

Reading List: 
Appadorai, A. (1992). National interest and India's foreign policy. Delhi: Kalinga Publications. 

Mukherjee, A., & In Raja, M. C. (2015). India's naval strategy and Asian security. Delhi: Routledge. 

Nayar, B. R., & Paul, T. V. (2003). India in the world order: Searching for major power status. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Raja, M. C. (2005). Crossing the Rubicon: The shaping of India's new foreign policy. New Delhi: 

Penguin Books. 

Brewster, D. (2013). India as an Asia Pacific Power. London: Routledge.  

Malone, D. M. (2015). Does the elephant dance?: Contemporary Indian foreign policy. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press. 

Scott, D. (2009). India’s “Extended Neighbourhood͛ in Bajpai, K. P., & In Pant, H. V. (2013). India's 

Foreign Policy: A Reader. New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

Thussu, D. (2013). Communicating India's Soft Power: Buddha to Bollywood. New York: Palgrave.  

Perkovich, G. (2001). India's nuclear bomb: The impact on global proliferation. Berkeley: University 

of California Press. 

Rana, K. S., Chatterjee, B., & Consumer Unity & Trust Society. (2011). Economic diplomacy: India's 

experience. Jaipur: CUTS International. 

J. Bandyopadhyaya (2003), The Making of Indian Foreign Policy, (New Delhi: Allied Publishers) 

Dubey, M. (2017). India's foreign policy: Coping with the changing world: updated edition with a 

new chapter on Pakistan. New Delhi: Orient BlackSwan.  

Kugiel, P. (2017). India's soft power: A new foreign policy strategy. London: Routledge.  

Baru, S. (2016). India and the world: Essays on geoeconomics and foreign policy. New Delhi: 

Academic.  



 

 

Ahmed, S. (2014). Foreign Direct Investment, Trade and Economic Growth: Challenges and 

Opportunities. Routledge:India. 

Menon, S. (2016). Choices: Inside the Making of India's Foreign Policy. New Delhi: Penguin.  

Rynning, S. (2019). South Asia and the great powers: International relations and regional security. 

London: IB Tauris. 

 

 

POLS 0904 d: Democracy: Theory and Practice 

Syllabus: 

Module I: Contemporary Theories of Democracy 

1.         Dahl 

2.         Lindblom 

3.         Macpherson 

4.         Hayek 

Module II: Waves of Democracy  

5.         Debate  

6.         Transitions 

Module III: Democracy in Developing Countries  

7.         Africa (select states) 

8.         South Asia 

9.         South-East Asia 

10.       West Asia  

Module IV: Democracy and Globalization 

11.        Democratic Crisis 

12.        Democracy and the State 

 

Reading List: 

C. B. Macpherson, Democratic Theory: Essays in Retrieval 

D. Held, Models Of Democracy, Third Edition 

J. Schumpeter, Capitalism, Socialism, and Democracy 

R. Dahl, A Preface to Democratic Theory 



 

 

R. Dahl, Democracy and its Critics 

 

 

 

POLS 0904 e: Politics in West Bengal 

Syllabus: 

Module I: Introduction: Situating Politics in West Bengal  

1.         The Partition: An Overview 

2.         The Impact of Partition 

             A. Social-Cultural 

 B. Economic  

 C. Political 

Module II: Political Trajectories in West Bengal 

3.          Evolution of Party system and Politics  

4.         Oppositional Politics  

5.          Politics of Development 

Module III: Society, Culture and Politics in West Bengal 

6.    The Role of the ‘Bhadralok’ 

7.    Religious Minorities and the Politics of Social Justice 

8.  ‘Party Society’, ‘Political Society’, and Civil Society 

Module IV: Political Economy and Issues of Development in West Bengal 

9.          Land, Labour and Capital: Impact on Political Economy 

10.         Class Politics 

11.          Divisions between the Urban and the Rural 

Module V: Emerging Issues in Politics 

12. Ethnicity and Language 



 

 

13.        Caste and Tribe 

14. Religion 

15. Gender 

 

Reading List: 

Amiya Kumar Samanta, Left Extremist Movement in West Bengal: An Experiment in Armed 

Agrarian struggle. 

Asok Mukhopadhyay, Panchayat Administration in West Bengal. 

Barma, Sukhabilas, 2007. Socio-Political Movements in North Bengal (A Sub-Himalayan Tract), 

Global Vision Publishing House, New Delhi. 

Bharati Mukherjee, Political Culture and Leadership in India: A Study of West Bengal. 

Biswanath Roy, West Bengal Today: A Fresh Look. 

Chakrabarti, Dyutis, 1988. ͚Gorkhaland: Evolution of Politics of Segregation͛, Special Lecture 10, 

Centre for Himalayan Studies, University of North Bengal, April (Mimeo). 

Chakrabarty, Subhas Ranjan, 2005. ͚Silence under Freedom: The Strange Story of Democracy in the 

Darjeeling Hills͛ in R. Samaddar (ed.), The Politics of Autonomy: Indian Experiences, Sage, New 

Delhi. 

Ghosh, Ananda Gopal (n.d.), The Uttar Khanda-Kamtapur Movement: A Historical Perspective, n.p 

Jana, Arun K., 2008. ͚Development and Identity Politics in West Bengal: The Kamtapur Movement in 

North Bengal͛ in Bhupinder Brar, Ashutosh Kumar & Ronki Ram (eds), Globalization and the Politics 

of Identity in India, New Delhi: Pearson Longman. 

Jana, Arun K., 2010. ͚Backwardness and Political Articulation of Backwardness in the North Bengal 

Region of West Bengal͛, in Ashutosh Kumar (ed.), Regions within Regions: Rethinking State Politics 

in India, New Delhi & London: Routledge.  

John R. Wood (ed.), State Politics in Contemporary India: Crisis or Continuity. 

Joya Chatterjee, Spoils of Partition: Bengal and India. 

Manishadev Sarkar: Geopolitical implications of Partition in West Bengal. 

Partha Chatterjee, Present History of West Bengal: Essays in Political Criticism. 

Paul R. Brass and Marcus Franda: Radical Politics in South Asia.Prafulla Kumar Chakrabarty, 

Marginal Men: The Refugees and the Left Political Syndrome in West Bengal. 

Rakhahari Chatterjee, Politics in West Bengal –Institutions, Process and Problems. 

Ranabir Samaddar, Marginal Nation: Transborder Migration from Bangladesh to WestBengal. 

Ross Mallick, Indian Communists: Opposition, Collaboration and Institutionalization. 

Samar Sen, Naxalbari and After: A Frontier Anthology. 

Sarkar, I., 2006. ͚The Kamtapur Movement: Towards a Separate State in North Bengal͛ in G. C. Rath 

(ed.) Tribal Development in India: The Contemporary Debate, Sage, New Delhi. 

Sunity Kumar Ghosh , Naxalism : Before and After. 
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FOURTH SEMESTER 

 

POLS 1003 a: Introduction to Subaltern Studies 



 

 

Syllabus: 

Module I: Introducing the Theme 

1.         Intellectual Background: Gramsci and Foucault 

2.         The Subaltern as Subject/Agent in History and Politics 

Module II: History and Historiography  

3.         Dominant Historiographies in India 

  A. Nationalist 

  B. Cambridge 

  C. Marxist  

4. Subaltern Critique 

Module III: Subaltern Studies and Postcolonialism 

Module IV: Major Themes in Subaltern Studies 

5. Law, Bureaucracy and State 

6. Peasant as a Political/Pre-political Category 

7. Knowledge, Orality and Silence  

8. Body, Power and Violence 

Module V: Critiques of Subaltern Studies 

9. Marxist Critique  

10. Feminist Critique  

11. Dalit Critique  

 

Reading List: 

Antonio Gramsci, Selections from the Prison Notebooks Ed and tr. by Quentin Hoare and Geoffrey 

Nowell Smith (New York: International Publishers. 1971), (Selections). 

David Arnold, ͞Touching the Body: Perspectives on the Indian Plague, ͟SubalternSudies V, 55-90. 

Dipesh Chakrabarty, Habitations of Modernity (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2002), 3-37. 

Dipesh Chakrabarty, Provincializing Europe: Postcolonial Thought and HistoricalDifference 

(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2000), 3-116. 

Gayatri Chakraborty Spivak, "Can the Subaltern Speak?" In Marxism and TheInterpretation of 

Culture. Cary Nelson and Lawrence Grossberg, Eds. (London:Macmillan, 1988), 271-313. 



 

 

Gyan Prakash, Another Reason: Science and the Imagination of ModernIndia (Princeton: Princeton 

University Press, 1999), 159-237. 

Gyan Prakash, Subaltern Studies as Postcolonial Criticism," American HistoricalReview 99 

(December 1994), 1475-1490. 

Hallward, Peter, Absolutely Postcolonial: Writing between the Singular and the Specific (Manchester: 

Manchester University Press, 2001), 1-19. 

Homi Bhabha, Location of Culture (London: Routledge, 1994). Selections. 

Michel Foucault and Paul Rabinow, The Foucault Reader (New York: Pantheon, 1984),169-330. 

O'Hanlon, Rosalind. "Recovering the Subject: Subaltern Studies and Histories ofResistance in 

Colonial South Asia," Modern Asian Studies, 22: 1 (1988), 189-224. 

Partha Chatterjee, The Nation and Its Fragments: Colonial and Postcolonial Histories(Princeton: 

Princeton University Press India, 1993), 3-75, 116-134, 200-239. 

Perry Anderson, ͞The Antinomies of Antonio Gramsci,N͟LR, 100 (1977), 5-80.Ranajit Guha, ͞On Some 

aspects of Historiography of Colonial India, ͟Subaltern Studies I (Delhi:OUP, 1982), 1-8. 

Ranajit Guha, ͞The Prose of Counter-Insurgency,͟ Subaltern Studies II, 1-42. 

Ranajit Guha, Elementary Aspects of the Peasant Insurgency in Colonial India(Delhi: Oxford 

University Press India, 1983), 1-76, 109-66, 220-332. 

Ranajit Guha, ͞Gramsci in India: Homage to a Teacher͟ in Guha, The Small Voice of History: 

Collected Essays, (Ranikhet: Permanent Black, 2009), pp. 361-79. 

Ranajit Guha, Dominance Without Hegemony: History and Power in Colonial India(Cambridge: 

Harvard University Press, 1977) (Chapter 1). 

Shahid Amin, "Gandhi as Mahatma: Gorakhpur District, Eastern UP, 1921-22,"Subaltern Studies III, 

1- 61. 

 

POLS 1003 b: Globalization and Politics 

Syllabus: 

Module I: Interrogating Globalization 

1.      Theories of Globalization 

2.      Globalization Debates 

Module II: Globalization and the State 

1.       Sovereignty 

2.    Territoriality 

3.     Changing Roles and the Nature of the State 

Module III: Globalization and Development  

1.      State and Market 

2.   Capitalism, Welfare and Labour 

Module IV: Identity in a Global Age  

Module V: Resistance /Anti-Globalisation Movements  



 

 

Reading List: 

Appadurai, Arjun, Modernity at large: Cultural Dimensions of Globalization, Minneapolis: University 

of Minnesota Press, 1996, pp 27-48 

Appaiah, Kwame A. Cosmopolitanism: Ethics in a world of strangers, W.W. Norton, 2006 

Barber, Benjamin R, Jihad vs McWorld: Terrorism͛s Challenge to Democracy, New York: Ballantine 

Books, 1996 

Beck, Ulrich, ͚The Cosmopolitan State: Redefining Power in the Global Age͛ in International Journal 

of Politics, Culture, and Society, vol. 18, no. 3/4, Spring - Summer, 2005, pp. 143-159. 

Bhagwati, Jagdish. In Defence of Globalisation, New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2006 

Bhavnani, Kum-Kum, John Foran, and Molly Talcott, ͚The Red, the Green, the Black, and the Purple: 

Reclaiming Development, Resisting Globalisation͛ in Appelbaum, Richard, P and William I Robinson, 

Critical Globalisation Studies, New York: Routledge, 2005 pp. 323-332. 

Castells, Manuel (2010) ͚The Space of Flows͛ (ch 6) in The Information Age: Economy, Society and 

Culture, Vol. 1: Rise of the Network Society, 2nd edn., pp.407-459, Wiley Online Library (e-book). 

Castells, Manuel. Power of Identity, Wiley Blackwell, 2010, pp. 71-85; 145-156 

Chari, Sharad. Fraternal Capital: Peasant-Workers, Self Made Men, and Globalisation in Provincial 

India, Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2004, pp 32-45 

Cox, Robert W, ͚Global Perestroika͛ in Socialist Register, vol. 28, 1992, pp. 26–43. 

Friedman, Thomas. The Lexus and the Olive Tree, Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1999Gill, 

Stephen, ͚Globalisation, Market Civilisation, and Disciplinary Neoliberalism͛ in Millennium - 

Journal of International Studies, vol. 24, December 1995, pp. 399-423. 

Globalization and its Discontents, by Joseph Stiglitz, published by W W Norton and Company. 

Goldman, Michael ͚Speculating on the next World City͛, Ananya Roy and Aihwa Ong (eds.), Worlding 

Cities: The Art of Being Global, 1st Edition, Blackwell Publishing, 2009 pp. 229-258 

Gunnell, Barbara and David Timms, ed., After Seattle: Globalisation and its Discontents, London: 

Catalyst, 2000. 

Hall, P. and Soskice, D. (eds.) Varieties of Capitalism. The institutional foundations of Comparative 

Advantage. Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2001, pp. 1-70. 

Harvey, D. (1989) ͞Part III: The experience of space and time͛ (pp. 201-323), The Condition of 

Postmodernity, Cambridge MA and Oxford: Blackwell. 

Harvey, David, ͚From Globalisation to the New Imperialism͛ in Appelbaum, Richard, P and William I 

Robinson, Critical Globalisation Studies, New York: Routledge, 2005, 

Held, David and Anthony McGrew, eds., Globalisation Theory: Approaches and Controversies, 

Cambridge: Polity Press, 2007, 

Held, David and Anthony McGrew, eds., The Global Transformations Reader: An Introduction to the 

Globalisation Debate, Cambridge: Polity Press, 2003, 

Held, David and Anthony McGrew, eds., The Global Transformations Reader: An Introduction to the 

Globalisation Debate, Cambridge: Polity Press, 2003, pp. 116-119. 

Held, David and Anthony McGrew, eds., The Global Transformations Reader: An Introduction to the 

Globalisation Debate, Cambridge: Polity Press, 2003, pp. 116-119. 

Held, David, Anthony McGrew, David Goldblatt and Jonathan Perraton, Global Transformations: 

Politics, Economics and Culture, Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1999. 

Jones, Andrew. Globalization: Key Thinkers, Cambridge: Polity Press, 2010. 

Kaldor, Mary. (2003), ͚The Idea of Global Civil Society͛ in International Affairs, vol. 79, no.3, pp 583- 

593  

Kellner, Douglas, ͚Theorizing Globalisation͛ in Sociological Theory, vol. 20, no. 3,Nov., 2002, pp. 

285- 305. 

Keohane, Robert, ͚Sovereignty in International Society͛ in Held, David and Anthony McGrew, eds., 

The Global Transformations Reader: An Introduction to the Globalisation Debate, Cambridge: Polity 

Press, 2003, pp. 147-161. 

Krasner, Stephen D, ͚Rethinking the Sovereign State Model͛ in Review of International Studies, vol. 

27, 2001, pp. 17-42. 

Lechner and Boli, eds., The Globalisation Reader, 5th edition, Wiley Blackwell, 2015Lipschutz, 

Ronnie D. and Mary Ann Tetreault. Global Politics as if People Mattered, Rowman and 

Littlefield Publishers, 2005, pp 145-164 



 

 

Mann, Michael, ͚Has Globalisation Ended the Rise and Rise of Nation State͛ in Review of 

International Political Economy, vol. 4, no. 3, Autumn 1997, pp. 472–496. 

Nye, Joseph and John Donahue. Governance in a Globalizing World, Brookings Institute Press, 2000 

Nye, Joseph. ͚Globalization͛s Democratic Defeat͛, Foreign Affairs, Jul-Aug, 2001 

Prakash, Aseem and Jeffrey A Hart, eds. Globalisation and Governance, London: Routledge, 1999. 

Reconceptualizing Governance, Discussion Paper 2, UNDP, January 1997 

Rodrik, D. Has Globalization Gone Too Far? Washington, DC: Institute for International Economics, 

1997. 

Rose, N and P. Miller, Political Power beyond the state: Problematics of Government, The British 

Journal of Sociology, Vol 43, No. 2, 1992. Pp 173-205 

Samuel Huntington The Third Wave, University of Oklahoma Press. 

Sassen, Saskia (2010) ͚A Savage Sorting of Winners and Losers: Contemporary Versions of Primitive 

Accumulation͛, Globalizations 7(1-2): 23-50 (e-journal). 

Scholte, Jan A, ͚The Geography of Collective Identities in a Globalising World͛ in Review of 

International Political Economy, vol. 3, 1996, pp. 565-607. 

Scholte, Jan Aart, 1999, ͚Globalisation: Prospects for a Paradigm Shift in Shaw, Martin, ed., Politics, 

Ethics and Globalisation: Knowledge, Ethics and Agency, London: Routledge, 1999, pp. 9-22. 

Sen, Amartya, ͚Development as Capability Expansion͛, 

http://morgana.unimore.it/Picchio_Antonella/Sviluppo%20umano/svilupp%20umano/Sen%20develop

ment.pdf  

Shaw, Martin, ͚The State of Globalisation: Towards a Theory of State Transformation͛ in Review of 

International Political Economy, vol. 4, no. 3, 1993, pp. 497-513. 

Sklair, Leslie, ͚The Transnational Capitalist Class and the Politics of Capitalist 

Smith, Anthony D, ͚Towards a Global Culture? ͛in Theory, Culture and Society, vol. 7, no. 2, 1990, pp. 

171-91. 

Stanley Hoffman The Clash of Globalizations, Foreign Affairs, Jul-Aug 2002 

Stiglitz, J. E. (2004) ͚Evaluating Economic Change͛, Daedalus (Summer) 133(3): 18-25. (ejournal) 

Strange, Susan, ͚The Declining Authority of States͛ in Held, David and Anthony McGrew, eds., The 

Global Transformations Reader: An Introduction to the Globalisation Debate, Cambridge: Polity 

Press, 2003, pp. 127-134. 

Swank, D. Globalization, the welfare state and Inequality, in Pierson, C. Castles, F. and I.K.Naumann 

eds. The Welfare State reader, Polity Press, 2014 3rd ed.Tomlinson, John, ͚Globalisation and Cultural 

Analysis͛ in Held, David and Anthony McGrew, eds., 

Globalisation Theory: Approaches and Controversies, Cambridge: Polity Press, 2007, pp. 148-168. 

Weiss, Linda, ͚The State-augmenting Effects of Globalisation in New Political Economy, vol. 10, no. 

3, September, 2005, pp. 345- 353. 

 

 

 

 

POLS 1003 c: India’s Indo-Pacific Policy: Southeast Asia, East Asia and the QUAD 

The course introduces the students to the study of the emerging trends of India’s Act East policy vis-

à-vis the two critical geopolitical regions of the world: Southeast and East Asia. It familiarises 

students with the foreign policy perceptions of the key regional states of Southeast and East Asia 

towards a rising India. The course provides a comprehensive understanding of India’s rapidly growing 

presence in the Southeast and East Asian geopolitical theatres. 

Syllabus: 

http://morgana.unimore.it/Picchio_Antonella/Sviluppo%20umano/svilupp%20umano/Sen%20development.pdf
http://morgana.unimore.it/Picchio_Antonella/Sviluppo%20umano/svilupp%20umano/Sen%20development.pdf


 

 

Module I 

1.  Evolution of India’s Indo-Pacific Foreign Policy Approach 

2.  Conceptual Understanding of India’s Indo-Pacific Policy: Theoretical Perspectives 

Module II 

3.  Key drivers shaping India’s Indo-Pacific Foreign Policy Approach 

4. Understanding the Retarding Factors in the growth of a robust Indo-Pacific policy 

Module III 

5.  ‘Act East’ Policy 

6.  ASEAN-India relations 

7. QUAD in India’s Indo-Pacific Vision 

8.  India-China relations 

9.  India-Japan relations 

Reading List: 

P. A. Narasimha Murthy, India and Japan: Dimensions of their relations, Economic and Cultural. 

Rohan Mukherjee, Anthony Yazaki, Poised for Partnership: Deepening India-Japan relations. 

Skand R. Tayal, India and the Republic of Korea: Engaged Democracies. 

Sudhir T. Devare, Swaran Singh et.al, Emerging China: Prospects of Partnership in Asia. 

Swaran Singh, China-South Asia: Issues, Equations, Policies. 

Takenori Horimoto, Lalima Varma (ed.)India-Japan Relations in Emerging Asia. 

Tansen Sen, Buddhism, Diplomacy and Trade. 

 

 

 

POLS 1003 d: Civil Society and Democracy and India 

Course Outcome: 

This course will examine how civil society or associational community interacts with the state and the 

market in India and what implications it has had for the broader processes and institutions of 

democracy, citizenship and governance. 

 

Syllabus: 

Module I: A Historical Overview 



 

 

1.    Civil Society and the Modern Indian Political Tradition: Gandhi and Tagore 

2.          State, Society and Democracy in post-independence India 

Module II: Contemporary Debates 

3.          Civil Society and the Indian State 

4.        ‘Political Society’  

Module III: Major Issues 

5.  NGOs and Civil Society 

6.          Globalization, State and Civil Society  

Module IV: Religion and Caste  

7.        Communal Violence and Civil Society 

8.          Caste Question and Civil Society 

Module V: Movements 

9.          Civil Rights Movements: Case Studies 

10. Civil Society Movements: Case studies 

Module VI: Media 

11.    Media and Indian Democracy  

12.    Films, Public Sphere and Freedom 

Reading List: 

Granville Austin, The Indian Constitution: The Cornerstone of a Nation. 

Granville Austin, Working a Democratic Constitution 

Sudipta Kaviraj and Sunil Khilani, Civil Society: History and Possibilities. 

Devesh Kapur and P.B.Mehta(ed.) , Public Institutions in India. 

Rajni Kothari, Rethinking Democracy. 

Sunil Khilani, The Idea of India. 

F.Frankel, Zoya Hasan, R.Bhargava and B.Arora (ed.) , Transforming India : Social and Political 

Dynamics of Democracy. 

Atul Kohli(ed.),The Success of Indian Democracy. 

L. Rudolph and S. Rudolph, In Pursuit of Lakshmi. 

Zoya Hasan (ed.), Parties and Party politics in India. 

Rajeev Bhargava, The Promise India͛s Secular Democracy. 

Bipan Chandra, In the name of Democracy: JP Movement and the Emergency. 

Robin Jefferry, India͛s Newspaper Revolution: Capitalism, Politics and the Indian Language Press. 

Partha Chatterjee (ed.), Wages of Freedom: Fifty Years of the Indian Nation-State. 

L.Rudolph and S.Rudolph, Explaining Indian Democracy: A Fifty-year Perspective, 1956-2006, Vol.2 

 



 

 

 

 

POLS 1003 e: Politics of Identity 

Syllabus: 

Module I: Origins of Identity Politics 

1.         Modernity and the Concern for Identity 

Module II: Theorizing Identity 

2.         Liberalism 

3.         Multiculturalism 

4.         Communitarianism 

5.         Citizenship Theories 

Module III: Identity-based Movements 

6.         Race 

7.         Ethnicity 

8.         Gender 

Module IV: Identity in the Age of Globalization 

9.         Identity and Activism Beyond Borders 

Reading List: 

Amrita Basu, Two Faces of Protest: Contrasting Modes of Women͛s Activism in India. 

Anthony D king, Culture, Globalization and the World-System: Contemporary Conditions for the 

Representation of Identity. 

Bhikhu Parekh, Rethinking Multiculturalism. 

Dipesh Chakrabarty, ͞Modernity and Ethnicity in India: A History of the Present͟, EPW, 

30 Dec.1995 

Ian Craib, Experiencing Identity. 

Margaret E Keck and Kathryn Sikkink, Activists beyond Borders: Advocacy Networks in 

International 

Politics. 

Nathan Glazer and Daniel P Moynihan(ed), Ethnicity: Theory and Practice. 

Samir K. Das(ed), Minorities in Europe and South Asia: A New Agenda. 

Sherry Joseph, ͞Gay and Lesbian Movement in India͟, EPW, 1996. 

Sian Jones, Cultural Identity and Archeology. 

Will Kymlicka, Multicultural Citizenship: A Liberal Theory of Minority Rights. 

 



 

 

 

 

POLS1004a: Contemporary Debates in Marxism 

Course Outcome: 

The course helps to understand the existing class relations, nature of Capital and Labour relations, the 

questions of class politics, the nature of the capitalist state, and its relation with the mode of 

production on a local level. It will help the students to understand the class-based nature of the Indian 

state and Indian government, different business houses in India, class character of Indian democracy. 

It is equally useful to understand the class essence of interface between economy and politics in South 

Asia today. 

Syllabus: 

Module I: Alienation 

1. Marx 

2. Lukács 

Module II: Hegemony 

3. Gramsci 

Module III: Structuralist Perspective 

4. Althusser 

5. Poulantzas 

Module IV: Critical Theory 

6. The Frankfurt School 

Module V: Radical Democracy 

7. Laclau 

8. Mouffe 

Module VI: Marxism as a Method in Social Sciences 

Reading List: 
B. Ollman, Marxist Theory of Alienation 

Bob Jessop, State Theory 

Chantal Mouffe, Dimensions of Radical Democracy 

David Held, Introduction to Critical Theory: Horkhimer to Habermas 

David Mclellan, The Thought of Karl Marx 

Erich Fromm (ed.), Socialist Humanism 



 

 

Erich Fromm, Marx͛s Concept of Man 

G.H.R. Parkinson (ed.), George Lukacs: The Man, His Work and His Ideas 

I. Meszaros, Marx͛s Theory of Alienation 

J. Femia, Gramsci͛s Political Thought 

L. Kolakowski, Main Currents of Marxism (3 volumes) 

Laclau and Mouffe, Hegemony and Socialist Strategy 

Perry Anderson, Considerations on Western Marxism 

Philip, Post Marxist Theory 

Tom Bottomore (ed.), Dictionary of Marxist Thought 

 

 

POLS 1004 b: Global Ecologies: Nature, Space and Development 

Syllabus: 

Module I: Global Environmental Discourse 

1.         Sustainable Development 

2.         Climate Change  

Module II: Ecological Critique of Development 

3.         Ecofeminism 

4.         Perspectives from the Global South 

Module III: Resources 

5.         Carbon Economies 

6.          Water wars 

Module IV: Habitats 

7.         Urban Ecologies: Pollution, Housing and Waste 

8.         Politics of Forests, Wetlands and Rivers 

Reading List: 

Amita Baviskar, Contested Grounds: Essays on Nature, Culture, Power, OUP, 2008 

Amita Baviskar, In the Belly of a River, Penguin Books, 1995 

Ancient River, ORO Editions, 2015 

Anne Rademacher, ͚When is Housing an Environmental Problem? Reforming Informality in 

Kathmandu͛, Current Anthropology, 50: 4, 2009 

Anthony Acciavatti, Ganges Water Machine: Designing New India͛s 

Arturo Escobar, Encountering Development: The Making and Unmaking of the Third World, 

Princeton 

University Press, 1995 



 

 

Awadhendra Sharan, In the City, Out of Place: Nuisance, Pollution and Dwelling in Delhi c. 1850-

2000, 

OUP, 2014 

John S. Dryzek, The Politics of the Earth: Environmental Discourses, Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 

1997 

K Sivaramakrishnan and Anne Rademacher eds., Ecologies of Urbanism in India: Metropolitan 

Civility and Sustainability, Hong Kong University Press, 2013 

K. Bakker, The ͚commons͛ versus the ͚commodity͛: Alter-globalization, anti-privatization and the 

human right to water in the Global South, Antipode 39: 430-455K. Sivaramakrishnan and Arun 

Agarwal, Regional Modernities: The Cultural Politics of Development in 

India, Stanford University Press, 2003 

Luiz Barbosa, The Brazilian Amazon Rainforest: Global Ecopolitics, Development and Democracy, 

University Press of America, 2000 

Madhav Gadgil, Ecology and Equity: The Use and Abuse of Nature in Contemporary India, 

Psychology 

Press, 1995 

Maria Mies and Vandana Shiva, Ecofeminism, Kali for Women, 1993 

Nicholas Stern, The Economics of Climate Change, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007 

Patrick McCully, Silenced Rivers: The Ecology and Politics of Large Dams, NJ: Zed Books, 1996 

Peter Dauvergne and Jennifer Clapp, Paths to a Green World: The Political Economy of the Global 

Environment, MIT Press, 2005 (II edition, 2011) 

Peter Dauvergne and Jennifer Clapp, Paths to a Green World: The Political Economy of the Global 

Environment, MIT Press, 2005 (II edition, 2011) 

Rachel Carson, The Silent Spring, Mariner Book Company, 1962 

Ramchandra Guha and David Arnold, Nature, Culture, Imperialism: Essays on Environmental History 

of South Asia, OUP, 1997 

Richard Grove, ͚The Origins of Western Environmentalism͛, Scientific American, 267, 1992 

Timothy Mitchell, Carbon Democracy: Political Power in the Age of Oil, Verso, 2011 

Vinay Gidwani, ͚Six Theses on Waste, Value and Commons͛, Social and Cultural Geography, 14:3, 

2013 

William Cronon, Nature͛s Metropolis: Chicago and the Great West, WW Norton, 1991 

Wolfgang Sachs, Planet Dialectics, University of Chicago Press, 1999 

 

 

POLS 1004 c: People, Territory and Governance in India 

Course Outcome: 

The objective of the paper is to explore varied territorial demands in the wider context of power 

sharing arrangements with more advanced and specialized readings. The paper aims at reading the 

conceptions of territory and governance keeping in mind how ethnic politics and territorial demands 

were addressed through constitutional innovations in late and post-colonial India. In examining how 

the polity relates to territory the paper also probes the ramifications of colonial administration on 

territory. Through a detailed examination of constitutional history in India, the course would cover 

innovations in power sharing to address various territorial demands. 

Syllabus: 

Module I: People, Territory and Governance   



 

 

1. Colonial Governmentality    

2. Indigenous notions of Power and Belonging/Resistance   

Module II: Constitutional History   

3. Pre-partition debate: Congress and Muslim League 

4.  Nehru- Elwin Debate  

5. Scheduled Area-History and Geography  

6. State Reorganization   

Module III: Power sharing and Devolution: Special Provisions in the Indian Constitution 

7. Power sharing Arrangements 

8. Autonomous Councils and Sixth Schedule 

9. Article 371 

Module IV: Movements in Post-colonial period 

10.  Linguistic 

11.  Ethnic 

12. Development  

 

Reading List: 
A, K. B., & Sandhya, G. (August 21, 1999). Fractured Identities: Politics in a Multi-Ethnic 

State. Economic and Political Weekly, 34, 2492-2501. 

O ng, A. (January 01, 2006). Mutations in Citizenship. Theory, Culture & Society, 23, 2-3. 

Sharma, A. (December 01, 2011). Specifying citizenship: subaltern politics of rights and justice in 

contemporary India. Citizenship Studies, 15, 8, 965-980. 

Sarangi, A. (2011). Language and politics in India. New Delhi: Oxford University Press 

Kumar, B. B. (1998). Small states syndrome in India. New Delhi: Concept Pub. Co 

Cohn, B. S. (2022) Law and the Colonial State in India͟ IN Cohn, B. S., & Dirks, N. B. 

(2022). Colonialism and Its Forms of Knowledge: The British in India. Pp.57-75. 

Scott, D. (January 01, 1995). Colonial Governmentality. Social Text, 13, 2, 191-220. 

Mawdsley, E (2003). 'Divided We Stand: Identity and Protest in the Demand for a Separate Hill 

State', in Jeffery, R., & Lerche, J. (2003). Social and political change in Uttar Pradesh: European 

perspectives. New Delhi: Manohar.  

Austin, G. (2018). The Indian constitution: Cornerstone of a Nation. 

Cederlof, G. (2014). Founding an empire on India's north-eastern frontiers, 1790-1840: Climate, 

commerce, polity. Delhi: Oxford University. 

Bondurant, J. V. (1958). Regionalism versus provincialism: A study in problems of Indian national 

unity. Berkeley: University of California. 

Pachuau, J. (2014). Being Mizo: Identity and belonging in Northeast India. New Delhi: Oxford 

University Press. 



 

 

Singh, M. P. (March 15, 2008). Reorganisation of States in India. Economic and Political 

Weekly, 43, 11, 70-75. 

Chadda, M. (January 01, 2002). Integration through internal reorganization: Containing ethnic 

conflict in India. Ethnopolitics, 2, 1, 44-61. 

Foucault, M., ͛Introduction͛ and ͚Lecture One͛ in Foucault, M., In Senellart, M., & Burchell, G. 

(2014). Security, territory, population: Lectures at the Collge de France, 1977-78.  

Subramanian, N. (2011). Ethnicity and populist mobilization: Political parties, citizens and 

democracy in South India. New Delhi: Oxford Univ. Press. 

Dirks, N. B. (2009). Scandal of Empire: India and the Creation of Imperial Britain. Cambridge: 

Harvard University Press. 

Yuval-Davis, N. (November 01, 1999). The 'Multi-Layered Citizen'. International Feminist Journal 

of Politics, 1, 1, 119-136. 

Brass, P. (January 01, 2004). Elite interests, popular passions, and social power in the language 

politics of India. Ethnic and Racial Studies, 27, 3, 353-375. 

Wallace, P. (1994). Region and nation in India. New Delhi: Oxford. 

King, R. D. (1999). Nehru and the language politics of India. Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

Baruah, S. (2001). India against itself: Assam and the politics of nationality. New Delhi: Oxford 

University Press. 

Kaviraj, S. (2014). The trajectories of the Indian state. Delhi: Permanent Black.  

Kaviraj, S. (January 01, 2005). On the enchantment of the state: Indian thought on the role of the state 

in the narrative of modernity. European Journal of Sociology, 46, 2, 263-296.  

Misra, U. (2014). India's north-east: Identity movements, state, and civil society. New Delhi: Oxford 

University Press. 

 

POLS 1004 d: Public Policy  

Syllabus: 

Module I: Introduction to Public Policy 

1.         What is Public Policy: Subject and Object of Study  

2.         Policies and Policy Types  

Module II: Policy Making System  

3.         Policy Cycles 

4.         Actors, Institutions and Structures of Public Policy  

Module III: Approaches to Public Policy  

5.         Rationalism and Incrementalism  

6.         Institutionalism  

7.         Elite theory and Group Theory  

8.         Public Choice and Game theory  

Module IV: Evaluating Public Policy  



 

 

9.          Policy Analysis  

10. Policy Evaluation  

Module V: Capstone  

11. Writing a public policy brief  

12. Analyzing public policy in India 

 

Reading List: 

Dhameja, Contemporary Debates in Public Administration 

F.L. Goel, Public Administration: Theory and Practice 

Fadin and Fadin, Public Administration: Administrative Theories and Concepts 

G. Grant, Development Administration- Concepts, Goals, Methods 

Hughes and Owen, Public Management and Administration: An Introduction 

Mohit Bhattacharya, Development Administration 

Mohit Bhattacharya, Public Administration: Structure, Processes and Behaviour 

Mohit Bhattacharya, Restructuring of Public Administration: Essays in Rehabilitation 

Munshi and Abraham (eds.), Good Governance, Democratic Societies and Globalization 

Nicholas Henry, Public Administration and Public Affairs 

S. R. Maheswari, Issues and Concepts in Public Administration. 


